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expected to detect simple absurdities and to solve simple
everyday problems of living.
The improvement of reasoning results from firsthand ex-
periences which increase a child's fund of vivid and accurate
knowledge, and from encountering everyday difficulties, find-
ing solutions to them, and testing his solutions. Children
who have a wealth of concrete experience will learn to
organize and state the generalizations which they are able to
formulate from time to time. They will build these tenta-
tive conclusions into more and more adequate generaliza-
tions.
Moral Judgments of the Child.—What is naughty to a
grownup is not always naughty to a child. The act may be
reprehensible only from the adult standpoint. Accordingly,
it is a mistake to make the child feel that he is naughty. He
should be shown that the act is undesirable, unkind, or
simply not permissible. This can be done without instilling
in him feelings of guilt, fear, and anxiety.
Piaget 45 observed in the groups of French children whom
he studied a gradual development of moral ideas. Up to
the age of seven to eight right and wrong were conceived in
terms of adult restraint, justice being subordinate to adult
authority; later in terms of practicality and equalitarian jus-
tice; and, beginning about the age of eleven, in terms of fair
play and considerations of equity. During the primary
period this tendency to conform to adult wishes may be due
to a high degree of suggestibility which, in the group studied,
appeared to reach a peak at about seven years of age. Be-
cause of this tendency primary children have often been
characterized as docile. During the primary period chil-
dren who tended at the beginning to think of right and
wrong exclusively in terms of adult approval or disapproval
should learn to consider the justice and practical results of
their actions and the effect of them on other persons.
Without doubt, many concepts presented in Sunday School
are too abstract to be understood by children of the ages of
45 Jean Piaget, The Moral Judgment of the Child.   New York:   Harcoun,
Brace and Company, 1932.

